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MARY BRENNAN AND THE BARRINGTON YOUTH DANCE ENSEMBLE  

GET READY TO PRESENT THE NUTCRACKER, A GEM  

OF THE ARTS COMMUNITY AND ONE OF BARRINGTON’S  

FINEST HOLIDAY TRADITIONS.

B Y  L I S A  S T A M O S  •  P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  S U S A N  M C C O N N E L L

When the curtain goes up on December 5 at Barrington High School, audiences will be treated to this 

season’s professional performance of the most popular ballet in the world. The Nutcracker, with its 

charming story characters and fairy tale music, will come to life. It will be presented by Barrington Youth 

Dance Ensemble (BYDE), a not-for-pro�t dance company that is af�liated with the Barrington Dance 

Academy. On stage, the drawn curtains will reveal Christmas Eve at Dr. Herr Burgmeister’s residence to 

be completed with family, guests, and holiday merriment. Behind the stage will be artistic director Mary 

Brennan, making sure her audience is thoroughly delighted.
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THE NUTCRACKER  — A GRAND PRODUCTION

�e Nutcracker �e Nutcracker and the 
Mouse King

�e Nutcracker

�e Nutcracker

�e Nutcracker’s

�e Nutcracker �e Sleeping 
Beauty �e Nutcracker

Nutcracker

Swan Lake he 1812 Overture Romeo 
and Juliet

�e Nutcracker

Nutcracker

Artistic director Mary Brennan strategically places dancers in their stage positions.
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MARY BRENNAN BEHIND THE SCENES

Above le�: Alex Schwartz plays Clara’s cousin. Above right:  Brittany Bonefas, who plays Clara, is pictured here in a dewdrop costume.

QBarr ing ton.com 95

90-99-MARY BRENNEN.indd   95 10/17/08   2:19:32 PM

Reprinted With Permission - Quintessential Barrington Magazine - Copyright © 2008



From le� to right, Brittany Bonefas, Julie Hancock, and Anne Lenz prepare for a festive evening.
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LAUNCHING BYDE’S FIRST NUTCRACKER 

Peter and the Wolf

Sleeping Beauty

�e Nutcracker
Nutcracker

Nutcracker

Nutcracker

�e Nutcracker

�e Nutcracker

he 
Nutcracker

�e mice cuddle together as the battle-scene soilders practice their prances.
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RUSTY HERNANDEZ,  
PRESIDENT, BYDE BOARD  

OF DIRECTORS

I was first exposed to BYDE in 2002 when 

their annual gala was held at the Sanfilippo 

Estate. I was impressed with the energy 

and quality of the dancers, the dedication 

of the parents, and the professionalism of 

the group. That same year our family went 

to see The Nutcracker. The experience 

was magical. I was so impressed with the 

production. At the time, I was working for 

a mid-size theater company in Chicago. 

I realized that BYDE’s Nutcracker is a 

professional production that had nothing 

to envy of the numerous shows in the city. 

I carried this overwhelming admiration for 

BYDE and the feeling that I had discovered 

a hidden treasure in Barrington. A year went 

by, and I was ready to leave my job in the 

city, fueled by the desire to get involved with 

this amazing dance company.

I expressed my interest to Mary Brennan, 

and shortly thereafter I started to sit in 

at technical rehearsals for the following 

Nutcracker. What I witnessed was an 

ardent desire to be the best at what each 

individual has to offer, from the young 

children and company girls, to the staff 

and the parents. I have great pride in being 

part of such a dedicated group of dancers, 

faculty, board, parents, and volunteers. The 

surprise of having discovered a hidden gem 

in Barrington has been replaced with the 

feeling of knowing that I am part of one of 

Barrington’s greatest little treasures.

KIM DUCHOSSOIS, BYDE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

My daughter Jessica is 30. She began her 

dance career at age 3. Our introduction to 

Mary Brennan occurred when the village’s 

original dance maven, Miss Martha, retired 

around the ripe young age of 83. 

Ballet was my daughter’s passion. Clearly, 

it was Mary’s, too. For parents of little girls, 

it is a common desire to expose them to 

the ballet and dance experience to nurture 

poise, posture, confidence, and grace. 

Mary provided so much more. From this 

demanding environment, Jessica learned 

about discipline, commitment, perseverance, 

patience, and how to get along with other 

prima donnas. 

We watched Mary build a strong and 

invaluable resource for youth development 

in our community. She brought together a 

devoted and talented team of instructors, 

staff, and volunteers who exemplified the 

character and work ethic we all hope to 

instill in our children. 

Out of Mary’s traditional dance studio 

morphed another vision and opportunity, the 

Barrington Youth Dance Ensemble, of which 

my daughter was privileged to be an original 

member. A cultivated and focused group 

of students were trained by Mary and her 

colleagues to perform beyond the classroom, 

not only for major productions, but also, very 

deliberately, for outreach performances. 

Mary was determined to use these capable 

dancers to bring enlightenment as well as 

entertainment into our schools, our churches 

and retirement homes, and to underexposed 

communities. The benefits to the dancers 

and their diverse audiences went well 

beyond the performance itself.

Jessica went on to major in dance 

at the University of Illinois and received 

her MA in London in Arts Criticism. The 

experience gleaned form this cultural gem 

in our hometown has shaped my daughter’s 

life. Mary and BYDE will forever receive a 

standing ovation from us! 

ELIZABETH GULLUM,  
FORMER EXECUTIVE  

DIRECTOR, BARRINGTON 
DANCE ACADEMY 

I enrolled our daughter, Lindsay (now almost 

19 years old) in a creative movement class at 

Barrington Dance Academy when she was 3 

years old. I was struck by the professionalism 

and creativity of Mary Brennan. She loved 

teaching her “babies.” She was instilling in 

them an appreciation for dance, music, and 

self-expression. 

Lindsay learned to carry and present 

herself as a confident young girl because of 

the early lessons from Mary. Lindsay danced 

for seven years with Mary, until soccer 

became a bigger priority for her. Yet the 

lessons she learned from Mary and her staff 

have stayed with her. I got involved with BYDE 

when Mary asked me to volunteer backstage 

during the first Nutcracker performance. I 

was amazed at the level of professionalism 

and commitment by the guest artists. How 

wonderful that my 6-year-old was going to 

be exposed to these creative and talented 

people! I could quickly see how much these 

dancers admired Mary and came back year 

after year to dance with her students. I 

was awed by her energy, dedication to her 

students, and to the artistic integrity of her 

productions. The costumes, the scenery, 

and the dancing combine to make this a 

professional production that happens to 

include young dancers. Our community is 

fortunate to have Mary. The arts are alive 

in Barrington and Mary Brennan is one of the 

people responsible for keeping it that way. 

•  M E M O R I E S  O F  A  M A G I C A L  J O U R N E Y  •
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Above: Snow�akes perfect their ending pose in the snow scene.  
Inset photo: A dancer practices an attitude turn for her entrance into the snow scene.
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